
Treasure Coast Newspapers - 01/15/2018 Page : R17

Copyright © 2018 Journal Media Group
January 16, 2018 10:03 am (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 82% from original to fit letter page


Honorary Fort Pierce mayor donates $10,000 to Honor Flight

Once a year, local dermatologist and
philanthropist Dr. Shamsher Singh takes
the opportunity to fill the shoes of Fort
Pierce Mayor Linda Hudson for a day.

As the honorary “Mayor for a Day” of
Fort Pierce, Singh co-hosts the popular
“Coffee with the Mayor” program at the
Fort Pierce Yacht Club and gives a rous-
ing State of the City address. It’s a great
time for everyone involved, and Singh
typically has the crowd laughing and
cheering the generous nature of the
community of Fort Pierce.

Singh’s most recent stint as honorary
Fort Pierce mayor occurred just before
the year came to a close, and his annual
address did not disappoint.

In addition to presenting Linda Hud-
son, the “other” mayor of Fort Pierce,

with a hat emblazoned with “Make Fort
Pierce Great Again,” Singh also recog-
nized two World War II veterans who
also are Fort Pierce residents.

After introducing Matt Campbell, 95,
and Pete Peterson, 99, and sharing a bit
of their colorful and brave histories,
Singh presented a check for $10,000 to
help support the Southeast Florida Hon-
or Flight Program.

In 2017, Honor Flight flew 328 World
War II and Korean War veterans and as
many guardians to Washington, D.C. for
a day filled with applause, cheers, tears,
hugs, and memories of a visit to the me-
morials created in their honor that most
would otherwise not have the opportuni-
ty to see in their lifetime.

Created in 2008, the all-volunteer
Southeast Florida Honor Flight has pro-
vided the opportunity for thousands of

WWII and now Korean War veterans to
make the journey to Washington, D.C. at
absolutely no charge to the veteran.

One of the organization’s strongest
supporters, Singh has been a guardian
for 21 veterans on the past 21 flights.
And, while he enjoyed the chance to
stand behind Hudson’s podium and act as
the honorary mayor, the man known for
his kindness and his own “Uncle Sham”
attire on each and every Honor Flight,
seemed to enjoy surprising the veterans
and Southeast Florida Honor Flight with
much-needed assistance even more.

If you’d like to learn more about the
Honor Flight program, volunteer as a
guardian, or if you know a WWII veteran
living in the area, visit www.honorflight-
sefl.org or call toll-free at 1-855-FLYA-
VET (359-2838) for additional informa-
tion and an application. 
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World War II veteran Matt Campbell, left, Fort
Pierce Mayor Linda Hudson, Fort Pierce Mayor
for the Day Dr. Shamsher Singh and WWII
veteran Pete Peterson. Singh recently
donated $10,000 to the Southeast Florida
Honor Flight program. WENDY DWYER/
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S T. LU C I E C O U N T Y

The 2017 hurricane season was a dev-
astating one for many in St. Lucie County
and throughout the southern U.S.

One bright spot in the stormy season
was learning how many truly good and
caring individuals and groups would join
together to provide assistance to those in
need. Members of the New York Mets
baseball organization, whose spring
training facilities are housed in Port St.
Lucie, decided to coordinate the caring
energy of their Northeast fans by host-

ing a hurricane relief collection drive at
one of their fall season ball games to help
with the repair and rebuilding of lives af-
fected by Hurricane Irma.

Recently, Mets Florida Operations
General Manager Paul Taglieri and
members of the Mets organization pre-
sented a pair of checks totaling $46,000
to Mustard Seed Ministries Executive
Director Todd Smith to help provide for
the community in need. Funds were col-
lected from Mets’ fans in the Northeast.

Several tons of supplies, including
bottled water, flashlights, medical,
health and sanitary supplies which also
had been collected and donated to Mus-

tard Seed Ministries, and a variety of
other items not desperately needed for
residents in St. Lucie County were im-
mediately shipped to Puerto Rico, which
was even more devastated by the storm.

Because power and services had been
returned to St. Lucie County far more
quickly than in Puerto Rico, a decision
was made to share the lifesaving sup-
plies with those in even greater need.

It is this kind of community which
makes St. Lucie County such a special
place to live and work, and the generos-
ity of Mets fans in the Northeast was
much appreciated by the entire commu-
nity here in the ball club’s winter home.

Mets fans show generosity following Hurricane Irma
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Mets General Manager of Florida Operations
Paul Taglieri, left, presents a check to Mustard
Seed Ministries Director Pastor Todd Smith,
with assistance from Mets staffers Traer Van
Allen and Kasey Blair. WENDY DWYER/

FOR LUMINARIES

A check from Santa and a matching
grant from the Walmart Distribution
Center in Fort Pierce enabled New Ho-
rizons to buy bicycles for eight children
from low-income households.

For the past two years, Kevin Lake, a
resident of Tampa, has dressed up in his
favorite red suit and snowy white beard
to volunteer for the New Horizons
Breakfast with Santa. This year, the
event was presented by the St. Lucie
Mets in early December at First Data

Field in Port St. Lucie.
Hundreds of area

youth came to the break-
fast and visited with San-
ta, sharing with him their
deepest desires.

“I’ve done loads of
these events over the

years, and the kids usually list all the
toys, games and electronics they want
to get for Christmas,” said Lake. “But at
this breakfast, the children tell me they
want a home, a family, or the return of a
deceased parent.”

Lake gets choked up talking about it.
Back in Tampa, his emotional response

motivated friends to make donations to-
taling $450 to help children in need.

A single call to Mitch Hall, general
manager of Walmart Distribution Cen-
ter #7038, which also sponsors the
Breakfast with Santa, resulted in an ad-
ditional donation of $450.

Case managers at New Horizons, a
local nonprofit mental health agency
serving 11,000 children and adults annu-
ally, identified eight children who
would benefit from such a generous
gift.

The bikes were bought at Walmart
and taken to the children’s homes, and
unveiled Christmas morning.

Donors help buy bicycles for New Horizons children
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Steve Gilbert, Walmart Distribution Center
asset protection operations manager, and
Mica Smith, assistant to the general manager,
presented a check for $450 to New Horizons
toward the purchase of bicycles. LISA RYMER/
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